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Whitworth
Convicted

Of Spying
Jury Finds Member
Of Walker Ring
Guilty on 12 Counts

By Ruth Marcus
Washington Post Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, July 24—Re-
tired Navy communications expert
Jerry Alfred Whitworth—the last of
four Navy men charged in the Walk-
er spy ring to face trial—was con-
victed today of passing highly sen-
sitive Navy coding secrets to the
Soviet Union in an espionage con-
spiracy that prosecutors described
as the most damaging since World
War II.

A jury of seven women and five
men deliberated for 52 hours over
10 days before finding Whitworth,
48, guilty of 12 of 13 counts of es.
pionage and federal income tax vi-
olations.

The jurors could not agree on the

" remaining charge, that Whitworth

unlawfully obtained a manual detail-
ing communications plans in the
event of hostilities in the Mideast,
The manual was found during a
search of Whitworth’s Davis, Calif.,

mobile home,

The protracted deliberations
sparked speculation that the jury
may have accepted the defense ar-
gument that Whitworth thought the
material was going to Israel, an ally
of the United States, and therefore
did not intend to harm his country,
U.S. District Judge John P, Vukasin
Jr. instructed jurors that to convict
Whitworth of espionage, they had
to find not only that he passed clas-
sified documents but that be did so
with the intent of injuring the Unit-
ed States or ing the Soviets, as
the government charged, In finding
Whitworth guilty of seven of eight
counts of espionage, the jurors in-

dicifed that they sigeq with the

government on that point,

Whitworth, who js to be sen-
tenced Aug. 28, faces maximum
Penalties of seven life terms plus 17
years in prison.

U.S. Attorney Joseph P. Rys-
soniello said, “It's hard to express
how vigorously we wilj press the
court to impose the maximum sep-.
tence available.”

In a news conference after the
verdict, Russoniello said Whitworth
was, “in terms of damage to the
United States and in terms of rej-
ative culpability , , by far the more
significant player” than John Antho-
ny Walker Jr., the admitted master-
mind of the espionage ring and the
chief witness against his former
Navy colleague,

But defense lawyer James Larson
said, ' “Whatever Jerry Whitworth
may have done, this trial should
have been John Anthony Walker's ”

Walker “is the acknowledged
master spy of this espionage ring”
who “got his last 20 pieces of gil-
ver for betraying Jerry Whitworth
in this tria] " Larson said, while
“Jerry is just another one of Walk-
er’s victims.”

Walker pleaded guilty to espio-
nage charges last October and
agreed to testify against Whitworth
in exchange for more lenient treat-
ment for his son, Navy Seaman M;-
chael Lance Walker, who also
pleaded guilty to espionage,

Noting that testimony at the trj-
al, which began March 24, had cov-
ered “virtually évery aspect of the
defendant’s life,” Vukasin sajd he
was “prepared to impose sentence
at this time.”

But Larson asked him to post-
pone sentencing in order to give the
defense time “to inquire into certajn
possibilities,”

Larson said later that the idea of
Whitworth telling the government
what information he had compro-
mised “would certainly be one pos-
sibility to explore.”

Russoniello, however, said,
“There is nothing that Jerry Whit-
worth can do at thjs point as far as
the government is concerned to
lessen” the sentence that prosecy-
tors will seek. “He has no informa-
tion that we don’t already have,”

Whitworth
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He showed no emotion, casting his
eyes downward, as the court clerk
read the guiity verdicts,
Whitworth’s wife, Brenda Reis,
who had attended the highlights

of the three-month trial, was not
present for the verdict.

The chief prosecutor, Assistant
U.SS. Attorney William S. Farmer
hit his fist on the table in glee as he
heard the first guilty verdict.

Whitworth was convicted of pass-
ing Walker copies of highly sensi-
tive Navy codes and design manuals
for coding machines,

In closing arguments, Assistant
US. Attorney Leida B, Schoggen
described the information as “the
most precious of our military se-
crets.”

Whitworth, who was unemployed
at the time of his arrest in June
1985 and has been heid without
bond since, also was found guilty of
filing false income tax returns and
conspiring to commit tax fraud with
Walker by hiding the proceeds of
the spy operation,

Whitworth received $332,000
for his role in the conspiracy, which
lasted from 1974 until 1985.

In the course of the lengthy trial,
prosecutors presented about 135
witnesses and introduced thousands
of exhibits.

In closing arguments, Farmer
called the spy ring “the biggest
hemorrhage in the history of this
country’s military secrets.”

The defense was brief, with just
15 witnesses testifying over four
days.

Defense lawyers sought to dis-
credit Walker and portray Whit-
worth as a loyal friend and staunch
anticommunist who would never
have spied for the Soviet Union.

Whitworth, a senior chief radio-
man who retired from the Navy in
1983 after a 21-year-career, did not
take the stand.

In his closing argument, defense
lawyer Larson conceded that
“there’s absolutely no question”
Whitworth “received money, and a
lot of it,” for supplying classified
material to Walker, and that—iate
in the espionage partnership—
Whitworth realized Walker's “buy-
er” was the Soviet Union.

He also admitted that Whitworth
was the author of a series of anon-
ymous letters to the FBI in 1984
Confessing participation in a Soviet
espionage ring,
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Larson argued, however, that
Whitworth acted under the “benev-
olent and mistaken belief that the
classified information he passed
would be going to an ally,” namely
Israel. )

Consequently, he said, Whit-
worth did not have the required
intent or reason to believe that his
actions would aid the Soviet Union
or harm the United States,

Farmer dismissed the defense
argument as a “Fantasy Island ver-
sion of what really happened.”

The star prosecution witness was
the man Larson described as “the
Godfather of the First Family of
espionage,” John Walker.

Testifying in matter-of-fact, busi-
ness-like terms, the Norfolk private
detective and former Navy chief
warrant officer provided the first
public description of the Spy ring he
masterminded for nearly 18 years.

Following him on the witness
stand was a parade of Walker family
members, including the ex-wife who
turned him in, Barbara Joy Crowley
Walker; the daughter he tried to
recruit as a spy, Laura Mae Walker
Snyder, and the son and brother
who joined him in the “spying busi-
ness.” Arthur Walker, John Walk-
er’s brother, was convicted of es-
pionage in August,

The conviction of Whitworth caps
a remarkable spate of espionage
prosecutions that opened with the
arrest of John Walker on May 20,
1985, the day after he dropped a bag
of classified documents, carefully

disguised as trash, for hig Soviet con-
tact on a lonely road in Poolesville in
western Montgomery County.

In the following months of what
came to be known as the year of the
Spy, the FBI charged 11 other indi-
viduals with spying for Ghana, Israel,
China and the Soviet Union. Whit-

Soviets,

The Walker case in particular
Captured public attention, prompt-
ing congressional moves to rein-
state the death penalty for espio-
nage and military-wide measures to
tighten security and limit dissem-
ination of classified information.

Walker testified that he started
spying in 1968, making contact with
the Soviets by strolling into the So-
viet Embassy in Northwest Washing-
ton.

Whitworth \agd Walker met two
years later, when Walker was the
director, and Whitworth an instruc-
tor, at a Naval radioman traiding
school in San Diego.

The two men became good
friends, spending weekends sailing
on Walker’'s boat, “The Dirty OId
Man.” Walker began to consider
bringing Whitworth into the oper-
ation, he testified, and started ask-
ing his friend questions to “probe
Possible larceny in his heart ”

In 1974, over drinks at Boom
Trencherd’s Flare Path restaurant
at the San Diego airport, Walker
testified, he revealed that he was
selling classified information and
told Whitworth that “[ could build
him into the sale.”

Walker testified that he told
Whitworth his buyers were “possi-
bly organized crime, the Mafia, al-
lied countries such as Israel or pri-
vate organizations such as the pub-
lication Jane's Fighting Ships.” He
said he never made clear exactly
where the material was going,

In his testimony, Walker described
how Whitworth would use a minia-
ture Minox camera to photograph
Navy cryptographic material and
messages, sometimes in the secrecy
of the “crypto vault” aboard a ship
where Whitworth was supposed to
be responsible for the security of
such coding material, sometimes in a

van the Soviets bought him as a bo-
nus for good performance.

Walker's testimony was supple-
mented by seized by government
agents, including telephone
records, calendars listing meetings
and drops, trave| receipts, and “pay-
ment schedules” listing money
Whitworth received from Walker,

Government experts in codes and
communications testified that the
material Whitworth provided would
have permitted the Soviets to
eavesdrop on supposedly secure
Naval communications,

Defense lawyers Larson and
Tony Tamburello called as wit-
nesses John Walker's daughter,
Margaret Walker, and his haif-
brother, Gary Walker, as well as
Laurie Robinson, Walker’s partner
in his private detective agency.

Robinson testified that Walker told.
her he could “make up stories” about
the spy ring to tell the government.

Whitworth’s friend and sailing com-
panion, Roger Olson, described Whit-
worth in testimony as “one of the
most patriotic Americans that | have
ever known.” John Walker, he said,
“would sell out his own mother.”
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WALKER SPY RING CHRONOLOGY

@ 1955: John Anthony Walker Jr. joins Navy.

® 1962: Jerry Alfred Whitworth joins Navy.

® February or March 1968: Walker begins spying for the Soviets by
walking into embassy on 16th Street in Northwest Washington.

® 1970: Whitworth meets Walker at a Navy communications
school in San Diego. The two become close friends.

® September 1974: Over drinks in a restaurant at the San Diego
airport, Walker asks Whitworth to join him in espionage.

® 1976: Walker retires from the Navy after a 21-year career..

® October 1983: Whitworth retires from the Navy after a 23-year
career.

® May 20, 1985: John Walker is arrested in Rockville after FBI
agents watch him make a drop intended for his Soviet contact in
rural Montgomery County. .

® May 22, 1985: Michael Lance Walker, John Walker's son, is
arrested in Haifa, Israel, -

& May 29, 1985: Arthur James Walker, John Walker's brother, is
arrested at his home in Virginia Beach,

& June 3, 1985: Whitworth is arrested in San Francisco.

® Aug. 9, 1985: Arthur Walker is convicted on seven counts of
espionage by a federal judge in Norfolk.

@ Oct. 28, 1985: John and Michael Walker plead 8uilty to espio-
nage in federal court in Baitimore.

® March 24, 1986: Whitworth's trial begins in federal court in San
Francisco.

® April 28, 1986: John Walker testifies against Whitworth, describ-
ing his initial overture to commit espionage at their meeting in
1974. Walker says he told Whitworth that he was “interested in us-
ing him in an illegal act,” and that Whitworth was “excited and
interested” in what Walker had to say. Walker describes their es-
pionage activities in detail.

® July 11, 1986: Jury begins deliberations in Whitworth’s trial,

® July 24, 1986: Whitworth is found guilty of seven of eight es-
pionage counts and five federal income tax violations.
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